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Longitudinal business data are widely desired by researchers, but difficult to make 
available to the public because of confidentiality constraints. In this paper, we discuss the 
generation of synthetic public use datasets for establishment data.  The basic idea is to 
release simulated values of sensitive variables, generated from probability distributions 
fit using genuine data. This can protect confidentiality, since attributes are synthetic 
rather than real. And, when the models describe the data well, broad-scale inferences 
from the synthetic datasets will be similar to those from the genuine data. We illustrate 
approaches for generating synthetic establishment data by using LEHD infrastructure 
data. 


